INTRODUCTION
High Level Group (HLG) for transport identifies five main axes and determines the number of projects that are classified into two groups projects and will begin to be implemented before 2010 and projects with long-term interest until 2020. HLG highlighted the need for further studies and analyzes which relate to the technical specification of the environmental impact and financial mechanisms needed to implement the projects. Priority axes/projects identified by the High Level Group for Macedonia for the implementation by 2010 were provided:
Construction of the border crossing highway with Albania-Skopjeborder with Bulgaria (738.83 million euros);
Rehabilitation of the railway line Tabnovce-Gevgelija, phase 1; The railway line Kumanovo-Beljakovce-border with Bulgaria; The railway line Kicevo-Struga-border with Albania. For the implementation after 2010:
Rehabilitation of the railway line Tabanovce-Gevgelija phase 2. Project with regional significance and national priority:
Construction of multi-modal terminal located in Struga. In the medium-term priorities, it is included the construction of the section Veles-Prilep. The section Veles-Prilep represents a strategic relation of the Republic of Macedonia by which the highway that passes through the central part of the Republic will be completed, and it is of primary importance for development. The section is a part from the European Corridor 10d and it is a connection of particular importance for the transport of the whole region towards the Central and Western Europe.
Within the programming of SEETO proposed routes that enter in the medium-term priorities are the routes: Upgrading the section at highway level Bitola-Resen-OhridPodmolje and;
Construction of the highway Otovica-Stip-Delčevo. Key strategic documents for the development of the Trans-European axes passing through the territory of the Republic of Macedonia (Corridor VIII and X):
Public Participation in the preparation for using the Instruments of the European Commission for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA).
The Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance of the European Union started with the application from 01.01.2007, following the timeline frame of the new financial perspective of the EU (2007) (2008) (2009) (2010) (2011) (2012) (2013) . It is governed by Council Regulation (EC) no.1085/2006 of the Council for establishing an Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA). IPA replaces the current programs CARDS (for the Western Balkans countries) and ISPA, PHARE and SARARD (the candidate countries), whose duration is limited by the existing Financial perspective i.e., by the end of 2006. The new IPA instrument is introduced in order to facilitate the management of the assistance from the European Union (instead of 4, introduces 1). However, it does not mean that, all beneficiary countries will have the same treatment; the differentiation is provided with the different approach for different category of countries to the components of IPA (potential candidates and candidates for membership). In order to provide funds for the construction of the railway network of Corridor 8, the Republic of Macedonia is part of a regional initiative to lobby in front of the institutions of the European Union in order to provide funds for the construction and modernization of the Corridor 8. Also in this regional initiative were included Republic of Bulgaria, Republic of Albania and Italia, in order to lobby for receiving a Coordinator from the European Union who will be in charge of this Corridor 4 .
II. CORRIDOR 10
The most important activity when it comes to the Corridor 10 is the implementation of the Protocol on cooperation on border crossing along the countries of the Pan-European Corridor 10, which was signed in June 2006 in Corfu and which has as main goal to facilitate the flow of people and goods along the Corridor 10. Signatories for short or medium term need to realize harmonize of the legislation and procedures for border crossings with the EU acquis, the constant exchange of information between the relevant authorities and agencies, especially with the electronic media, in order to achieve closer cooperation and increased efficiency. The recommendation is to create contact points in each country which will be in charge of this task. The formation of a working group is in progress. First chair is the Republic of Greece.
Also, through the Greek Plan for Reconstruction of the Balkans, a donation was expected from the Greek government to finance the missing section of the Corridor 10, Demir Kapija Smokvica which represents an advantage for the European Union during the allocation of the IPA funds, as well increase of the same in the upcoming period. According to the adopted Action plan, it is expected signing of the Contract with constructor of the constructional works and commencement of the implementation during 2008 5 .
III. CONSTRUCTION OF NEW HIGHWAYS IN REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA
In 2014, the Republic of Macedonia is committed and focused on the construction of new highways, new railways and reconstruction and modernization of the old, along the Pan-European transport corridors which are passing through our country.
The state implements these important projects in cooperation with the major international financial institutions like the World Bank, the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, European Investment Bank, the European Union through the IPA and the Export-Import Bank of China.
The construction of two extremely important highways in Macedonia has started in cooperation with the Export-Import Bank of China. The issue is about highways which are linking the capital city of Skopje with the city Stip in the eastern part of the country and Kicevo with Ohrid, the most important tourist destination in Republic of Macedonia in the western part of the state. All these sections are part of the Pan-European Transport Corridor 8, which is crucial for the economic development of the region, including Macedonia, Bulgaria and Albania.
The construction of a new motorway section in eastern Macedonia has already begun. The motorway from Skopje to Stip is 47 kilometers long and represents an investment of 208 million Euros, the funds are provided by the EXIM Bank. The construction is expected to be completed in 2017 6 . Besides this project the construction of another very important new motorway section from Kicevo to Ohrid in the western part of Macedonia is in progress. This motorway is 57 kilometers long and has a value of 374 million Euros, the funds are provided by the EXIM Bank. It is planned to finish the construction of the motorway in 2016.
The construction of these sections of the highway means further expansion of the overall national motorway network, resulting in faster flow of vehicles, but at the same time, raising the level of the quality of transport services, and certainly one of the goals is to meet the needs of all tourists transiting in this area.
Regarding the part of the new highways construction in Macedonia, it is worked on the final completion of the Corridor 10 on highway level from the entry to the exit of the country. This is the part from Demir Kapija to Smokvica in the southern part of the country; the highway section has a length of 28 kilometers. This project is worth about 210 million Euros and the construction activities are already half completed. The funds for this part are provided by the EBRD, EIB and the EU Pre-Accession funds.
The aim of the Republic of Macedonia is the construction of highways of two more major sections, one along the Corridor 10 and one along the Corridor 8.
The first road is from the capital Skopje to Blace-Kosovo border, with a length of 12.4 kilometers and has an estimated value of 70 million Euros.
The second section is from Gostivar to Kicevo and is part from the Corridor 8. This section is designed to be added to the existing highway from Skopje to Kicevo, as well as to the section from Kicevo to Ohrid, which is expected to be completed in 2016. This road is 42 kilometers long and has an estimated value of 276 million Euros. The project envisaged construction, maintenance and toll collection on these parts.
In terms of the local infrastructure, it is worked on construction of local roads, and this project the state realizes in cooperation with the World Bank.
In terms of this policy in the following 2015, it is planned to build 118 local roads with a total length of 200 kilometers. Beside that, it is planned a construction of 5 new express routes, by which the internal road network will be enhanced and the traffic flow will be improved to and from the main directions of the Corridor 8.
Besides the improvement of the road infrastructure, the state is planning policies and measures for even more efficient transport, such as the construction of logistics centers at the border crossings and bigger cities through public-private partnership, the implementation of intelligent transport systems on the roads to monitor the road conditions, for which a design is in progress, and the construction should begin in 2016.
Regarding the railway connection, they are working on the last link to the Bulgarian border which is from Kriva Palanka to Deve Bair with length of 24 km, and the estimated value is 330 million Euros. Recently is announced a call for selection of consultant which should design the section for a period of 22 months.
Also, activities are undertaken as well for the completion of the railway line from Kicevo to Lin, i.e., the border with Albania, with a length of 70 kilometers. The estimated value for this line is 570 million euros. The activities for the design of this section had started and it is expected to be completed in around two years time 7 .
